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COLLEGE COMPOSITION I: critical reading and source-based writing 
English lOOlG Section 1I3 credit hours 
Dr. Suzie Park 
Office: 
Email: 
Office Hours: 
FALL 2016 I MWF 8:00- 8:50 am I Room 3210 Coleman 
3030 Coleman 
sapark@eiu.edu 
MWF 8:50 - 9:50 am 
Wednesday 6:00 - 7:00 pm, and by appointment 
Catalog Course Description 
College Composition I focuses on informative, analytical, evaluative, and persuasive writing and 
introduces students to college-level research. The course challenges students to develop sound 
writing processes, produce cogent writing, strengthen analytical reading skills, and work with 
sources. Cl 900R (WC=writing-centered) 
Course Qescription: "<::'.11J!ures of 'Health' an�L'Death"_' _____ _ 
English I 00 I G is a reading and writing course designed to enhance your critical reading and 
communication skills. The written word rules here, but so does your understanding of the sources 
that you read and evaluate. We will examine how good writing looks (grammar), how it sounds 
(style), and where it goes (audience-oriented rhetoric). Over the course of the semester, you will 
produce short papers and a longer essay through stages of brainstorming, drafting, and fleshing out 
thesis statements and supporting ideas. You will not do this alone, of course. This is a workshop, 
which means that, much as in the world outside the university, you will be writing for an audience 
larger than your professor. You will receive and offer feedback on fellow students' work. In these 
feedback loops, you will be encouraged to keep an eye on your own growth as a writer of clear, 
effective, persuasive, and citation-savvy arguments. 
IMPORTANT NOTE: This is a writing-centered, writing-intensive course. You will do a lot of 
writing and responding. If you foresee difficulty in attending class regularly this semester, you 
should reconsider taking this course. Missing five or more classes means that you will fail this 
course. 
Required Texts 
RHETORIC-READER: The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide and Reader, !st edition, Amy 
Braziller and Elizabeth Kleinfeld, ISBN 978-0-312-38656-6 
READER: The Blair Reader: Exploring Issues and Ideas, 9th edition, Laurie Kirszner and Stephen 
Mandell, 978-0-13-411037-0 
HANDBOOK: The Brief Penguin Handbook, 5tb edition, Lester Faigley, 978-0-321-92629-6 
OTHER: Compose, Design, Advocate, 2"d edition, Anne Frances Wysocki and Dennis Lynch, 978-
0-205-69306-1 
�Ql!l:� G� o= a=l�s ____ _ 
The primary aim of this course is to help you to become a sharper, more persuasive, and more self­
reflective writer. In Composition I, you will develop reading and writing processes ultimately 
enabling you to demonstrate the ability to: 
• write dynamically: produce writing that is informative, analytical, evaluative, and 
persuasive 
• write with rhetorical skill: know your audience, and write persuasively for different 
audiences and purposes 
• write ethically and reflectively: reflect upon your own beliefs and consider the 
viewpoints and arguments of others 
• research and evaluate sources fairly: find and evaluate secondary sources in an efficient 
and fair manner 
• cite carefully and correctly: economically and ethically incorporate and correctly 
document outside sources of ideas and information using MLA (Modern Language 
Association) citation guidelines 
• revise copiously: revise, revise, revise your writing 
• write well both grammatically and stylistically: learn grammatical principles and copy­
edit your drafts so that 1hey are grammatically sound, readable, and effective 
• speak powerfully: develop your oral skills in communicating ideas 
(To see the EIU undergraduate learning goals, go to: http://www.eiu,edu/lc(lrninggoals/) 
GRADES 
See the attached Guidelines for Evaluating Writing Assignments. 
WHAT WORTH (ou! of 1000} I WHEN DUE 
Participation 100 points Every class 2eriod 
Paper 1: Informative Description (3) 100 F 912 
Paper 2: Visual Analysis (3) 100 Draft: 9/16 Final: 9/23 
Paper 3: Rhetorical Analysis �3) 100 Draft: 10/7 Final: 10112 
100 Draft: 10/28 Final: 11/4 �er 4: Evaluative Critique (3) 
·-
Paper 5: Persuasive Argument (7) 150 Draft: 11/18 Final: 12/2 
Writing Portfolio (reflective memo 150 D2L: Sam on Friday, 12/16 
of 2 pages) i 
Reading quizzes, grammar 100 Throughout the semester 
�rcises, and 2eer editing sessions 
.. ····-
Oral Presentation 100 Last week: 12/5 - 1219 
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COURSE POLICIES POR COMPOSITION 
Plagiarism . .. �pecL. 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated and will result in a Because you have chosen to be in a 
failing grade for assignment, if not for the entire university classroom, please show 
course. I will follow the departmental policy on respect for your professor and fellow 
plagiarism, and report all cases: students. Turn off the sound on your 
"Any teacher who discovers an act of plagiarism-- cell phone and any other electronic 
"The appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, device. I will lower participation 
and/or thoughts of another author, and representation grades aggressively for those who 
of them as one's own original work" (Random House show disrespect for others. This 
Dictionary of the English Language)-has the right includes leaving cell phones on, 
and responsibility to impose upon the guilty student an texting in class, and snoozing. 
appropriate penalty, up to and including immediate 
assignments of a grade of F for the assigned essay and 
a grade of F for the course, and to report the incident 
to the University Student Standards Board. Respect for 
the work of others should encompass all formats, 
including print, electronic, and oral sources." 
Emailing_ 
. .. . .... -·� 
I want to get to know you and your 
work this semester. Thus I ask that 
you stop by my office during office 
hours (or other scheduled times) so 
that we can talk. DO NOT EMAIL 
Academic lnJ&gritY.. 
---- --�-MET'G-ASK FOR AN "UPDATE" 
Students are expected to maintain principles of ON MISSED ASSIGNMENTS, OR 
academic integrity and conduct as defined in EIU's TO EXPLAIN AN ABSENCE. I will 
Code of Conduct: assign working groups so that you 
http://www.eiu.edu/judicial/studentconductcode.php can contact group members for notes 
Violations will be reported to the Office of Student and missed work. 
Standards. 
Conferences 
. .. ·· ·--
As I get
·t�-kno� your writing better throughout the semester, I will require that you meet with me 
on an individual basis. In these conferences, we will discuss where you think your writing and 
critical skills are improving or need more work. You should be prepared to ask questions about 
assignments I have returned, or assignments that you are writing for the course. 
Tests, In-Class Assignments, and Grammar 
rn-----� 
You cannot make up a test, grammar assignment, or other in-class assignment after the class period in 
which it is administered. 
Late Policy-All As�!!l!l_l!nts Are Due at the B�inning of Class 
I'll say it twice because it bears repeating: all assignments are due at the ]3EGINNING_Qf 
CLASS. I will not accept late assignments. Two exceptions: 
1) Turning in a LATE DRAFT of an assignment means that a) you will not receive written 
feedback from the professor, and b) you will not be able to make up peer assessments (if 
you miss these days). 
2) For the FINAL VERSIONS OF YOUR PAPERS, you will lose a full grade for every day 
(not business day) past the due date. Thus five days late means a grade of "zero." 
3 
A t!tllQl!_nce_!lm!1'_!lrt!t!Patio n _______ _ _ 
Participation is key. It means more than simply being present in class. It means being prepared, 
thoughtful, respectful of others, engaged, and fruitfully open to criticism. Because you are adults 
who have signed up for this course, I expect that you attend class. Do not bring excuses for 
missing class. The professor does not need for you to document or explain your absences. If 
you miss five or more classes, you will fail tbe course. For each class, I will note who attends 
and participates. Those who are "on" and present, ready for thoughtful discussion throughout the 
semester, will receive high participation grades. Accordingly, those who do not, will receive very 
low participation grades, up to and including "zero." Bring your textbooks to class and be 
prepared for discussion. 
Reguirtd Form!l!_JQr All Papers and Assignments 
--Paper-clip sheets or leave them without staples 
--Include page numbers 
--Use 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced lines, and one-inch margins 
--Use correct MLA (Modern Language Association) fonnat for all quoted or paraphrased material 
--Include a Works Cited page for all papers 
Students with Disabiliti_� 
If you are a student with a documented disability in need of  accommodations to fully participate in 
this class, please contact the Office of Student Disability Services (OSDS). All accommodations 
must be approved through OSDS. Please stop by Ninth Street Hall, Room 2006, or call 217-581-
6583 to make an appointment. 
TheJit_l!fitnt Success Center 
Students who are having difficulty achieving their academic goals 
are encouraged to contact the Student Success Center (www.eiu.edu/-success) for assistance with 
time management, text taking, note taking, avoiding procrastination, setting goals, and other 
skills to support academic achievement. The Student Success Center provides individualized 
consultations. To make an appointment, call 217-581-6696, or go to 9th Street Hall, Room 1302. 
filt�J:ro11ic Writing PortfQJiQ_(E_"W_l'} 
�--�-- -- -
Students can submit a sample of their writing for the Electronic Writing Portfolio. Instructors 
assess each sample according to the rubric provided on the submission form that each student fills 
out. Submission forms, as well as other information about the Electronic Writing Portfolio, are 
available at http://www.eiu.edu/assess/ewpmain.php. 
EIU Writillg_!:'.tl!ter: opcn !VI-Ill, 9ain to 3p1n, and 6 - 9pllJ I Friday 9aill - lpm�� 
l encourage you to use EIU's Writing Center located at 3110 Coleman Hall. This free service 
provides one-to-one conferences with writing center consultants who can help you with 
brainstorming, organizing, developing support, documenting your papers, and working with 
sentence-level concerns. The writing center is available to help any student from any major at any 
stage of his or her writing process, and its system of one-to-one conferences demonstrates value 
and respect for individual writers, all of whom can benefit from feedback about their works in 
progress. To schedule an appointment, you can drop by the center or you can call 217-581-5929. 
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SCHEDULE OF CLASSES-subject to revision 
For each class period, you need to have carefully read and be prepared to discuss the assigned 
selections in their entirety, starting on the page number given. I will note any exceptions. 
H = handout (also on D2L) 
Bedford= The Bedford Book of Genres: A Guide and Reader (the red book) 
Blair= The Blair Reader: Exploring Issues and Ideas, 9th edition 
Compose = Compose, Design, Advocate: A Rhetoric for Integrating Written, Oral, and Visual 
Communication, 2"d edition 
I may assign addiJ:i..onal assignments and readings from_your othertextbooks. 
DATE 
WEEK 1 
Monda 8/22/16 
1 READINGS TO BE DISCUSSED I ACTIVITY WRITING DUE 
Module 1: informative description 
r-----
Introductions; types of writing you will learn In-class writin 
SSIGN: Paper 1: 
nformative (3 pages) 
Wednesday 8/24 
Friday 8/26 
WEEK2 
Monday 8/29 
1 • Required: Malcolm Gladwell: "Java Man" (H) 
• Recommended: Blair: Ch. 1: Becoming a 
Critical Reader (3-13 
. • Proper email etiquette 
• In-class work on Informative 
Module 1: informative description 
• Required: Blair: Ch. 2: Writing about Reading 
(14-30 
Wednesday 8/31 
\-- --,---,-
Friday 9/2 
• In-class work on Informative paper 
• To be announced (TBA) 
Monda 9/5 LABOR DAY: NO CLASS 
DUE: Paper 1: 
Informative (3) 
------·---+-----------; 
Wednesday 9/7 • Required: Compose: Ch. 7: "About Visual 
Modes__<:>[ Communica!_io_n _"�(_2 _3 7_ -_8 _2�) - ---+----------------J 
Friday 9/9 • Discussion of advertisements 
Monday 9112 
Wednesday 9114 • In-class work on Paper 2: Visual 
Friday 9116 • PEER-EDITING SESSION 
ASSIGN: Paper 2: 
Visual Analysis (3 
Bring in "health"- & 
"death"-themed ads 
Bring in "health" -
"death"-themed ads 
5 
WEEKS 
WEEK7 
Module 2: visual analysis 
Monday 9/19 • Scheduled conferences with Dr. Park 
Wednesday 9/21 • Scheduled conferences with Dr. Park 
Friday 9/23 • To be announced (TBA) 
Module 3: rhetorical anal sis 
Monday 9/26 • Required: Jessica Mitford: "Behind the 
Formaldehyde Curtain" (H) 
Wednesday 9/28 • continue discussion: Mitford 
Friday 9/30 • Required: Blair: Radley Balko: "The Curious 
Grammar of Police Shootin •s" 119-121 
I Module 3: rhetorical ana!JJ.sis 
Monday 10/3 • Required: Caitlin Doughty: "Shaving Byron" 
(fr()m Smoke Gets in Your Eyes) (H) 
Wednesday 10/5 • Required: Caitlin Doughty: "Puppy Surprise" 
and ''The Thud" (H) 
Friday 10/7 I • PEER-EDITING SESSION 
you must bring 3 hard copies of your draft 
Monday 10/10 • In-class work on Pa er 3: Rhetorical 
Wednesday 10112 • To be announced (TBA) 
Monday 10/ 17 • Required: George Romero: Night of the Living 
Dead (film on D2L) 
• Recommended: Danny Boyle: 28 Days Later 
film on D2L) 
Wednesday 10/19 • continue discussion: Romero 
Friday 10/21 Required: Blair: "Focus: Why Are Zombies 
Invading Our Media?": 3 short articles (206-15): 
• Amy Wilentz: "A Zombie Is a Slave Forever" 
• Max Brooks: "The Movies that Rose from the 
Grave" 
• Erica Phillips: "Zombie Studies Gain Ground 
on Colle e Cam uses" 
-
DUE: FINA!o 
ASSIGN: Paper 3: 
Rhetorical Analysis 
(3 �es 
-
DUE: DRAFT 
DUE: FINAL 
a er 3: Rhetorical 
ASSIGN: Paper 4: 
Evaluative (3 ages) 
6 
�----· -----�-----------· 
WEEK 10 Module 4: evaluative critique 
Monday I 0/24 • Jn-class work on PaJJer 4: Evaluative -----�----+-----
W edn e sda y I 0/26 • In-class work on Pa er 4: Evaluative 
Friday 10/28 • PEER-EDITING SESSION 
you must bring 3 hard copies o.f your draft 
Monday 10/31 ___ ' • In-class work on Pa er 4: Evaluative 
DUE: !)RAFI 
------+----· 
Wednesday 11/2
_ • In-class work on 
Paper 4: _Evalua_ti_v_e ____ _,__ _____ ___, 
Friday 11/4 • To be annonnced (TBA) 
Monday 11/7 
Module 5: ersuasive argument .��---------!-
--
------� 
• Required: David Foster Wallace: "Consider the 
Lobster" (H) i-- ----- ----r-----��------ ·-------1---------1 
Wednesday 11/9 • Required: Caitlin Doughty: "The Art of Dying" ASSIGN: Paper 5: 
(H Persnasive (3 pages) 
1--W __ E_· E_K_l_3 ______ __,_U_o_d_u_le_ 5_:_p_ ersuasive argument ·------+-- ----i 
Monda Scheduled conferences with Dr. Park 
Wednesda 11/16 Scheduled conferences with Dr. Park 
---+--- ---- ---1 
Friday 11/18 • PEER-EDITING SESSION DUE: DRA,fI 
you must bring 3 hard copies of your draft Paper 5: 
Persuasive (7) 
Monday 11 /28 • In-class work on Paper 5: Persuasive 
Wednesday 11139 • In-clas_� work on Paper 5: Persua� s_iv�e----+- --- -----j 
Friday 12/2 • To be announced (TBA) DUE: FINA� 
Writing Portfolio and 2-page reflective memo 
due ou D2L by Sam on Friday, 12/16 
L reflective memo ---�------�.--� 
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Professor Park 
Name: _______________ Essay 
RUBRIC FOR 'WRITING ASSIGNMENTS 
"A" Range: Outstanding. Original and creative ideas developed exceptionally we!!. Essay is flawlessly revised and proofread. 
Content: 
Organization: 
Evidence: 
Style: 
a persuasive, insightful presentation of your own ideas that analyzes the topic thoroughly 
clearly stated and specific thesis 
succeeding paragraphs follow \ogica\ly from thesis 
body paragraphs are unified, organized, and coherent 
topic sentences turn on thesis 
introduction sets up argument and direction of essay 
conclusion considers the ramifications of thesis (answers questions, "So what?") 
appropriate number of quotes used as evidence to prove thesis 
quotations are integrated into the text of the essay (quotes are preceded by an identification of the speaker and a 
brief explanation of context) 
quotations are followed by a thorough analysis that shows how they are evidence 
language is clear and concise with few gran1matica! or stylistic errors; word choice concise and precise 
strong, lively, and distinctive tone and voice throughout 
sentence structure fit for complexity of ideas (variety suited to sense; appropriate coordination, subordination, 
modification, and parallelism) 
literary present used throughout 
quotations punctuated and blocked properly 
"B" range: Displays sound understanding of the text, some originality, and a sense of the issues involved in interpretation, rather than mere 
exposition; proofreading needed, mostly finished; may have one or two of the fo!lowing problems: 
Content: 
Organization: 
Evidence: 
Style: 
structure and argument are clear, but ideas lack depth and/or detail 
paper covers topic adequately, but not thoroughly 
topic needs more analysis 
thesis is vague, difficult to understand and/or to prove 
body paragraphs do not follow logically from thesis 
body paragraphs are not unified, organized, coherent 
topic sentences are too vague or too general 
introduction does not set up direction of argument clearly; conclusion merely restates or sun1marizes thesis 
too few quotations used as evidence or quotes do not prove thesis 
quotations are not integrated (see above) 
quotations need to be analyzed more thoroughly 
quotations are not cited properly 
quotations are not blocked/punctuated properly 
a number of grammatical or stylistic errors (including vague, repetitious, or colloquial word choice; shifting 
tenses; wordy or convoluted sentences; punctuation problems) 
tone and voice either too stilted and formal or too casual for a college essay 
"C" range: Displays either an uneven pe1forn1ance (serious flaws of comprehension and/or presentation alongside signs of talent) competent 
exposition without a real atten1pt at interpretation; further revision needed; essay has not been proofread; may have three of the problems outlined in 
the "B" range and/or: 
Content: 
Organization: 
Evidence: 
Style: 
no thesis or discernible argument 
depends on plot summary, rather than analysis and interpretation 
inadequate coverage of the topic 
introduction too vague, dull, confusing; conclusion overly general, repetitious, obvious, weak 
body paragraphs den1onstrate problems with development/organization, which interfere with argument of essay 
topic sentences turn on plot 
few quotations; little actual analysis 
too many quotations; no actual analysis 
stylistic and grammatlcal errors interfere with the content of the essay 
sentences demonstrate problems with sentence boundaries (fragments, comma splices, run-ons) 
word choice otlen in1precise 
inconsistent tone and voice 
"D'' range: essay is off-topic (does not answer an assigned or approved topic; displays fundamental misunderstanding of the text); major revising 
needed, reads like a first draft; has three or more of the problems outlined in the "C" range; or does not fulfill page requirements. 
"F": no paper submitted; paper has been plagiarized (incorporates another author's ideas or language without acknowledgment; or actually 
written by someone else). 
COMMENTS: 
